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SECTION A: The Julio-Claudian Emperors, 31 BC–AD 68

Answer either question 1 or question 2 and then question 3.

Answer either question 1 or question 2.

1* To what extent and for what reasons did the emperors attempt to improve the lives of the 
inhabitants of the city of Rome?

 You must use and analyse the ancient sources you have studied as well as your own knowledge 
to support your answer.  [30]

2* How useful is Suetonius for our understanding of the reigns of the emperors of this period? You 
must consider the accounts of at least two emperors in your answer.

 You must use and analyse the ancient sources you have studied as well as your own knowledge 
to support your answer.  [30]

Answer question 3.

3 Read the interpretation below.

Whether people liked (Augustus) or loathed him, he was in many ways a puzzling and 
contradictory revolutionary. He was one of the most radical innovators Rome ever saw. …

Yet Augustus appears to have abolished nothing. The governing class remained the 
same (this was no revolution in the strict sense of the word), the privileges of the senate 
were in many ways enhanced, not removed, and the old offices of state, consulships and 
praetorships and so on, continued to be coveted and filled. Much of the legislation that is 
usually ascribed to Augustus was formally introduced, or at least fronted, by those regular 
officials. …Most of his formal powers were officially voted to him by the senate and cast 
almost entirely in traditional Republican format, his continued use of the title ‘son of a 
god’ being the only important exception. And he lived in no grand palace but in the sort of 
house on the Palatine Hill where you would expect to find a senator, and where his wife 
Livia could occasionally be spotted working her wool. The word that Romans most often 
used to describe his position was princeps, meaning ‘first citizen’ rather than ‘emperor’ as 
we choose to call him, and one of his most famous watchwords was civilitas – ‘we’re all 
citizens together’.

M. Beard, SPQR A History of Ancient Rome (adapted)

 How convincing do you find Beard’s interpretation that ‘Augustus appears to have abolished 
nothing’?

 You must use your knowledge of the historical period and the ancient sources you have studied to 
analyse and evaluate Beard’s interpretation. [20]
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SECTION B: Ruling Roman Britain, AD 43–c.128

Answer question 4 and then either question 5 or question 6.

Answer question 4.

4 Read the passage below.

 

Their strength is in their infantry. Some tribes also fight with chariots. The nobleman 
drives, his dependants fight in his defence. At one time they owed obedience to kings; 
now they are divided into factions and groups under rival leaders. Indeed, nothing has 
helped us more in war with their strongest nations than their inability to cooperate. It is but 
seldom that two or three states unite to repel a common danger; fighting separately, they 
are conquered all together. …

The soil is productive of crops, except for olives, grapes and other natives of warmer 
climes, and rich in cattle. Crops are slow to ripen, but quick to grow — both facts due to 
one and the same cause, the abundant moisture of land and sky. Britannia yields gold, 
silver and other metals, a reward for victory. The Ocean, too, produces pearls, but they 
are dusky and mottled. Some think that those who gather them lack skill. Whereas in the 
Red Sea they are torn alive and breathing from the rocks, in Britannia they are collected 
as the sea throws them up. I find more plausible a lack of quality in pearls than of greed 
in us.

The Britanni themselves readily submit to the levy; the tribute and the other obligations 
of empire, provided that there is no abuse. That they bitterly resent, for they have been 
broken in to obedience, not to slavery. Divus Julius, the first Roman to enter Britannia with 
an army, did indeed intimidate the natives by a victory and gain control of the coast, but 
he can be said to have pointed it out, not handed it over, to posterity.

Tacitus, Agricola, 12–13
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 How useful is this passage for our understanding of the worth of Britain to the Romans? [12]

Answer either question 5 or question 6.

5* How far does the evidence help us understand the aims of the Romans in their construction of 
Hadrian’s Wall? 

 You must use and analyse the ancient sources you have studied as well as your own knowledge 
to support your answer. [36]

6* ‘The Roman governors of Britain spent all their time fighting with the natives.’ To what extent do 
you agree with this statement? 

 You must use and analyse the ancient sources you have studied as well as your own knowledge 
to support your answer. [36]

END OF QUESTION PAPER
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